
   

Pg. 17: Hear at Home 
Pg. 18: ICBC 
Pg. 19: BC Ombudsperson 
Pg. 20: SYSCO 
Pg. 21: Canadian MedicaƟon Net. 
Pg. 22:  FNHA Caregiving 
Pg. 23: ElecƟons BC 
Pg. 24: Mobile Foot Clinic 
Pg. 25: Civil ResoluƟon Tribunal 
Pg. 26:Community Outreach Eye Care 
Pg. 27: B.C.I.T. 
Pg. 28:BC Centre For Disease  Control 
Pg. 29:BC SecuriƟes Commission 
Pg. 30:Alzheimer Society of BC Yukon 
Pg. 31: Kidney Wellness Hub 
Pg. 32: HQM FOUNDATION 
Pg. 33: Seniors Advocate of BC 
Pg. 34: FNHA Harm ReducƟon and                        
             Toxic Drug Poisoning             
Pg. 36:  FNHAm, Van. Coastal Region 
Pgs. 37-38: First People’s Cultural      
                     Council 

BAILEY’S LAW PASSES 2 

InƟmate Partner Violence 
Deaths Preventable 

3-5 

Canadian Armed Forces 6 

United Way 7 

BE SAFE AT HOME 8-9 

IRSSS 10 

Inside this issue 

2
0

2
6

 I
N

F
O

 T
O

-G
O

 Dear Elders, 
We no longer do workshops as there wasn’t enough Ɵme for you to aƩend them 
with the packed event schedule plus all of the services we provide. So, we hope 
that you enjoy and value the informaƟon in the second issue of the INFO TO-GO.  
 
Please share with your band, health contacts  and your family members back 
home. This issue will also be posted on our website for 1 year at 
www.bcelders.com in case you need it again. 
 
Everyone involved with the Elders Gathering hopes that you  all enjoy the event 
this year.  And that you find the Info To-Go useful. 
 
Please remember to also check out the Grand Entry photos in October when 
they are posted on our site too. 
 
All my relaƟons, 
Donna SƟrling,  
2026 Elders Gathering Coordinator 
BC Elders CommunicaƟon Center Society Coordinator (28th Year) 
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Bailey's Law: MP's bill on intimate  
partner violence passed 
 
Family of Bailey McCourt, who was killed last year in Kelowna, says passing of bill is a  
bittersweet moment 
 
Craig Lord ꞏ The Canadian Press ꞏ Posted: Jun 17, 2026  
 
Canada will take a harder stance on intimate partner violence after a Conservative MP's  
private member's bill became law Wednesday. 
 
The Criminal Code will soon be updated to allow the killer of an intimate partner to be 
charged with first-degree murder regardless of whether the act was premeditated. 
 
Bill C-225, which received royal assent in Parliament on Wednesday, will make first-degree 
murder applicable to killings that happen as part of a pattern of coercive or controlling  
conduct. 
 
Frank Caputo, Conservative MP for Kamloops-Thompson-Nicola, put forward the private 
member's bill. 
 
The legislation is named Bailey's Law after Bailey McCourt, a 32-year-old B.C. woman and 
mother of two who was killed last year. Her alleged killer was a former partner who was  
released on bail hours before the daylight attack at a Kelowna parking lot. 
 
Debbie Henderson, McCourt's aunt, called it a "bittersweet day" at a press conference  
alongside Caputo on Parliament Hill Wednesday. 
 
"She will never be forgotten," Henderson said through tears. 
 
"And her daughters will know that she has left behind a legacy — a legacy that will make a 
difference." 
 
The act will also help track incidents of intimate partner violence in Canada's justice system 
by creating a specific offence for such attacks. 
 
The Criminal Code will be updated with the new offence in 30 days. Caputo called the  
legislation the "most consequential change" to the justice system in modern legal history 
when it comes to intimate partner violence. 
 
"No longer will you have assault being the charge when somebody abuses their intimate 
partner. It will be violence against an intimate partner," Caputo said. 
 
Private member's bills rarely become law. Caputo attributed the success of Bailey's Law to 
the tenacity of her family and his office in meetings with MPs and senators. 
 
"To get a bill passed within one year of Bailey's tragic murder … it's something I'll never  
forget." 
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Review finds inƟmate partner violence deaths preventable, 
calls on BC to do more Story by CBC/Radio-Canada 
 
The B.C. government needs to step up its efforts to prevent deaths caused by inƟmate partner violence 
(IPV) and improve data collecƟon, a death review panel called by B.C.'s chief coroner has found.  
 
The report, which echoes calls made by previous reviews and advocates, highlights the failings of the cur-
rent system to idenƟfy and prevent cases of inƟmate partner violence prior to the vicƟm's death, and the 
outsized toll of this on women, Indigenous people and rural communiƟes. 
 
B.C.'s chief coroner, Dr. JaƟnder Baidwan, spoke alongside Ryan Panton, who chaired the review panel, 
on Monday aŌernoon to discuss their findings and recommendaƟons. 
 
"These are overwhelmingly preventable deaths," said Baidwan. 
 
Too oŌen, he said, vicƟms would come into contact with health-care workers, police or community sup-
port services — but the public systems didn't take the steps needed to prevent their death. 
 
"The warning signs were present, yet response systems were unco-ordinated, overburdened, or unable to 
respond in meaningful ways." 
  
The responsibility to act decisively to prevent future deaths, he said, is a shared one. 
  
At least 135 people in B.C. died due to inƟmate partner violence between 2016 and 2024, the coroners 
service found, with those deaths disproporƟonately taking place in rural, remote and northern B.C. com-
muniƟes. 
  
"These deaths represent only the Ɵp of the iceberg and that so many others in our province are experi-
encing or at risk of experiencing acts of inƟmate partner violence each and every day," said Ryan Panton, 
who chaired the review panel.  
  
"These facts underscore the urgent need for co-ordinated evidence-supported acƟon to prevent further 
harms." 
  
The report shares an urgent call to acƟon, recommending targeted, long-term investment to address 
these issues.  
  
"The findings of this review demonstrate that many vicƟms had contact with systems that could have in-
tervened, yet opportuniƟes for prevenƟon were missed," said the report. 
 
In response, the report's panel recommends creaƟng a clear, measurable and coordinated provincial response cul-
minaƟng in an updated provincial strategy to be released in September 2027. 
  
The panel also calls for a standing commiƩee to review all inƟmate partner violence-related deaths, for improved 
training for front-line responders, to create a community-based model for prevenƟng inƟmate partner violence, 
and to launch a public awareness campaign. 



4  

It also renewed calls for improved demographic data collecƟon and reporƟng on inƟmate partner violence. 
  
The recommendaƟons echo calls made in a previous death review panel report on inƟmate partner violence from 
2016. 
  
The new report is the result of a death review panel convened in late 2025 to examine inƟmate partner violence-
related deaths between 2016 and 2024. It included experts in fields including health care, law enforcement, gender 
equity, Indigenous health, and vicƟms services. 
  
Since B.C. began tracking deaths related to inƟmate partner violence in the 1990s, Baidwan said, the situaƟon has-
n't improved. 
  
He's hopeful, however, that the recommendaƟons focused on improving co-ordinaƟon will lead to change, noƟng 
that some provincial ministers have been "very recepƟve" to the idea in meeƟngs. 
  
AƩorney General Niki Sharma says the recommendaƟons are similar to work underway following a review of B.C.'s 
jusƟce system, and she hopes to work with Baidwan to co-ordinate acƟons on both fronts. 
  
"I accept those recommendaƟons in spirit and I'm really looking forward to working with the chief coroner on the 
details," she said. 
  
Women, Indigenous people disproporƟonately targeted 
  
Although Indigenous people make up just 5.9 per cent of B.C.'s populaƟon, 24 per cent of people killed by inƟmate 
partner violence during this Ɵme period were Indigenous. 
  
The review also found that 76 per cent of people killed by an inƟmate partner were female. 
  
By region, northern B.C. saw the highest death rates, followed by the Interior. CommuniƟes of less than 10,000 res-
idents, along with "materially deprived" neighbourhoods, were overrepresented, the review found. 
  
The majority of those killed in a private residence died in their own homes. 
  
It is also common for there to be a history of violence, the review found, with over half of perpetrators having a 
history of assault prior to the vicƟm's death. 
  
In 36 per cent of cases, a prior incident of inƟmate partner violence had been reported to police before the vicƟm's 
death, and 29 per cent of those incidents happened within a month of the vicƟm being killed. 
  
Ninu Kang, execuƟve director of the Ending Violence AssociaƟon of B.C., said the report details how the system has 
failed those who have lost their lives to inƟmate partner violence. 
 
 "I think it's a real humbling day for those of us who are working in systems to support survivors of gender-based 
violence, perhaps even a shameful day in some ways that we have not been able to do enough with our systems 
approach to responding to gender-based violence." She said there needs to be a greater sense of urgency in re-
sponding to cases of inƟmate partner violence, and agrees with the report's recommended approach of greater  
co-ordinaƟon.                                                              
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It's not the first Ɵme prevenƟon efforts have faced scruƟny. A CBC News invesƟgaƟon of inƟmate partner violence-
related deaths in 2021 found that one in three people accused of the crime in Canada demonstrated at least one 
warning sign prior to the killing. "InƟmate partner violence has long been shrouded in secrecy and silence," said 
Baidwan. 
  
"This report bears witness to those lost, and voices the struggles they faced. It demands our collecƟve aƩenƟon and 
commitment to prevent further loss and protect those who conƟnue to suffer, for every person whose life has been 
cut short, and to every person who lives in fear." 
  
Angela Marie MacDougall, execuƟve director of BaƩered Women's Support Services, said the report's findings 
weren't surprising — but she worried it would join a pile of reports on the issue that didn't result in official acƟon. 
  
While MacDougall acknowledged the coroner had done an important job with the report, she was criƟcal of some 
aspects of it. 
  
She argued the report appeared to not value risk assessments in cases of inƟmate partner violence, saying they are 
a proven tool that would help prevent further violence. 
  
"There's a recogniƟon that [risk assessment] has a key role in prevenƟng death and a key role in terms of a systemic 
response," she said. "It was shocking to see that the [panel] report ... appeared to undermine the role of risk assess-
ment." 

VicƟmLinkBC This informaƟon is from www2.gov.bc.ca (go to this site and click on 
the service you would like to reach) 
VicƟmLinkBC is a toll-free, confidenƟal mulƟlingual service available across B.C. and Yukon 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. It provides informaƟon and referral services to all vicƟms of crime and immediate crisis support to vicƟms of 
family and sexual violence. For help, text or call 1-800-563-0808. 

InƟmate Images ProtecƟon Service Support is available through the InƟmate Images ProtecƟon Service for anyone in 
B.C. who has had their inƟmate images shared without their consent. 

Crime VicƟm Assistance Program Financial assistance and benefits are available through the Crime VicƟm Assistance 
Program (CVAP) to help eligible vicƟms of violent offences, their immediate family members and some witnesses. 

VicƟm Safety Unit: VicƟms can register to be noƟfied about the status of an accused or an offender through the VicƟm 
Safety Unit (VSU). 

Seniors First BC: Seniors First BC (formerly BCCEAS) operates a province-wide, informaƟon and help line for seniors. 

Ending Violence AssociaƟon of BC:  

Ending Violence AssociaƟon of BC (EVA BC) provides referrals, support, and informaƟon is provided to help connect 
vicƟms and programs with the appropriate service. 

BC Society of TransiƟon Houses 

BC Society of TransiƟon Houses (BCSTH) provides support to TransiƟon, Second and Third Stage Houses, Safe Homes, 
PEACE, and Violence is Preventable programs through training, advocacy, research and resources. 
 

Police VicƟm Services of BriƟsh Columbia: (PVSBC) provides leadership, support, advocacy and training to profession-
als working in the field of vicƟm services. 
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Canadian Armed Forces Indigenous Entry Plans 
 

Indigenous people have served in the Canadian Armed Forces with great honour and distinction throughout our history. 
Today, this proud tradition of service continues at home in Canada and around the world. The Canadian Armed Forces 
Indigenous Programs are opportunities for Indigenous Canadians to continue this proud tradition of service while 
receiving first-class education and leadership training. These programs include Bold Eagle, Raven, Black Bear, and the 
Canadian Armed Forces Indigenous Leadership Opportunity Year (ILOY). The Canadian Rangers, volunteers who 
provide a military presence in remote areas, is not a program aimed specifically at Indigenous, however at least half of 
the Rangers are Indigenous people because they form much of the population in the regions where the program 
operates.    
To apply to any of these programs, contact a recruiter or apply online. 
 

For more information: 
Call 1-800-856-8488 or visit www.forces.ca 

 
https://forces.ca/en/programs-for-indigenous-peoples/ 

 
 

Canadian Armed Forces Recruiting Centre Vancouver 
620 Royal Ave, 

New Westminster, BC V3M 1J2 
Mondays - Fridays 8:00am to 4:00pm 

1-800-856-8488 
Info.vancouver@forces.gc.ca 
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OceanWalk Pedorthic Foot Care Mobile Foot Clinic: 
 
We are a Mobile Foot Clinic service that provides Comprehensive Foot Assessments and Custom 
Foot OrthoƟcs to First NaƟons communiƟes. 
 
We see the following community members: 
 
1) Community members with painful feet, knees, hips or low back.  For these clients we are make 

Custom Foot OrthoƟcs to offload the painful condiƟons to provide cushioning and support up the 
kineƟc chain with the goal of encouraging clients to be AcƟve, Walking and Mobile! 

 
2) DiabeƟc – For these clients we are making DiabeƟc Custom OrthoƟcs to protect the DiabeƟc   
    Neuropathic foot from complicaƟons such as wounds and amputaƟons. 
 
3) Clients with limited mobility issues (including post stroke) to be assessed and treated for Foot  
    Drop. 
 
During our visits, we Risk Categorize all DiabeƟc paƟents for risk of future complicaƟons 
and educate and make recommendaƟons based on Risk Category.  We also assess and make recom-
mendaƟons on fungal nail care working with any Foot Care Nurses on site. 
 
Our equipment is completely mobile and can make almost any space work for conducƟng exams.  
 
OceanWalk Pedorthic FootCare takes care of all the direct billing through Pacific Blue Cross. This 
means that our Mobile Foot Clinic Services are covered in your community for an assessment and 
Custom OrthoƟcs through PBC every two calendar years.  Each community is only responsible for the 
cost of travel. 
 
We have been providing these services for over 12 years and have visited over 40 First NaƟons Com-
muniƟes in Vancouver Island, Sechelt, Lillooet, Okanagan, Hazelton and Haida Gwaii.    
 
If you would like us to visit your community; please contact KaƟa Langton at oceanwalkpedor-
thic@gmail.com or call us today at 250.585.5859.  We look forward to hearing from you!! 
 
If you are on Vancouver Island; please book a visit to come to our clinic at #102-5180 Dublin Way in 
Nanaimo.  Call us today at 250.585.5859. 
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ADDRESS: 
1415 Weiwaikum Rd. 
Campbell River, B.C.  

V9W 5W9 

B C  E L D E R S  
C O M M U N I C AT I O N  
C E N T E R  S O C I E T Y  

 
Phone: 1-250-286-9977  

Fax: 1-250-286-4809 
  

Website:   
www.bcelders.com 

 
Email: 

bcelders@telus.net 
 

Coordinator:  
Donna SƟrling 

 

THE 51st (2027) ANNUAL ELDERS GATHERING 

DATES: AUGUST 24-25, 2027 

August 23rd is Mandatory Group Leader’s Check-in 

PLACE: Vancouver ConvenƟon Centre, East Building 

9-8-8: Suicide Crisis Helpline 
 
If you or someone you know is thinking about suicide, call or 
text 9-8-8. Help is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
9-8-8: Suicide Crisis Helpline offers  
support that is: 
 
- bilingual 
- trauma-informed 
- culturally appropriate 
- available to anyone in Canada 
___________________________________________________ 

The Indian ResidenƟal Schools Crisis Line  
 

(1-800-721-0066)  
 

Is available 24 hours a day for anyone  
experiencing pain or distress as a result of their 

residenƟal school experience. 

Provided by the Government of BriƟsh Columbia          

People struggling with opioid addicƟon can call: 

1-833-804-8111 toll-free for immediate assistance from a  dedicated team, in-
cluding doctors and nurses, who can prescribe life-saving opioid agonist      
medicaƟons. 


