





Housing and Infrastructure

The FNLC is working with federal
and provincial governments to
develop a high-level Memorandum of
Understanding on Housing and
Infrastructure. This MoU will commit
the Parties to work collaboratively to
develop interlinked on- and off-
reserve housing and infrastructure
strategies by Fall 2008.

Economic Development

The FNLC hosted a meeting in July
to discuss BC First Nations
economic development and human
resource development. The meeting
was attended by federal and
provincial governments, First Nations
representatives, and the business
community. This group agreed to
explore the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding to
establish an Economic Development
Partners Group — an advisory body
on First Nations economic
development. A small working group
has been struck to develop this MoU
and a framework for a province-wide
BC First Nations Economic
Development Strategy.

A draft outline of the BC First Nations
Economic Development Strategy has
been completed, and will be
reviewed by BC First Nations at
regional forums through the
fall/winter. We encourage Chiefs,
Councils and economic development
officers to attend these important
sessions in order to provide input
into the development of a province-
wide economic development
strategy. For more information on
these sessions, please contact us, or
Torrine Johnson at Tel. 604-775-
6279; Fax 604-775-7149;

E-mail JohnsonT@inac-ainc.gc.ca

Based on the feedback from these
sessions, a more comprehensive
draft will be developed and reviewed
by BC First Nations at an Economic
Development Forum in February
2008.

Technology

Following the September Land
Referral Workshop co-hosted by
Carrier Sekani Tribal Council, FNTC
will be working with the Integrated
Land Management Branch to host a

working group on a project known as
GeoBCGateway. This projectis to
develop a web page to provide First
Nations, regardless of their
technological sophistication with
simplified access to government
natural resource information and
analysis tools. It will also provide a
platform to develop e-services.

FNTC has received approval from
BC Chiefs to create a Common
Services Organization, whose first
function will be to provide network
and information and communications
technology support, including ISP
services and a centralized Help
Desk. Further services, such as GIS,
multi-media, information
management could be developed as
the Common Services Organizations
develops.

FNTC is hosting an Information
Management Forum November 26-
27. The focus of the IM Forum is
"Information Management Needs
and Responsibilities of Self-
Governing Nations: Looking through
the Information Lens at First Nations
Governance". FNTC expects a
working group to result from this
forum that will address common
community information needs,
including skills and human capacity,
structures and processes needed to
support and information
management plan, data standards,
storage and security.

Health

The First Nations Health Council is
currently developing workplans and
budgets pursuant to the
Transformative Change Accord: First
Nations Health Plan and the
Tripartite First Nations Health Plan.
Priority areas for this year include:
community health plans; governance
structure for First Nations health in
BC; mental health and addictions
(including healing residential school
traumas); ehealth; and chronic
disease management (including a
First Nations ActNow program).
Community engagement is also a
key priority, and dialogue sessions
will be held throughout the province
in the fall.
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Children and Families

At the June 2007 BCAFN AGA, the
Chiefs directed the Regional Chief to
pursue a province-wide assembly to
discuss the development of a
strategy to address First Nations
jurisdictions over First Nations
Children, Families and Communities.

At the September 2007 UBCIC and
FNS Chiefs’ assemblies, the Chiefs
mandated the FNLC to convene a
“FNLC Child at the Centre Chiefs’
Forum” to bring together
Chiefs/leaders, along with key
political and technical partners, to
review, discuss and finalize a First
Nations Child at the Centre Action
Plan, which will set out a vision,
principles, key topics and actions
assisting First Nations to address
and advance issues related to
children and families. They
mandated that the Forum follow the
same format as FNLC forums (i.e.
information sharing, review and
discussion of “Discussion Paper”
prepared in advance, and finalization
of Discussion Paper into an Action
Plan). This Forum will be held on
December 4-6, 2007. Further details
will be made available soon.

Early Childhood Development

A group of individuals and
organizations with an interest in
Early Childhood Development
(including the FNLC, First Nations
Education Steering Committee, First
Nations Schools Association,
Aboriginal Human Resource
Development Agreements, First
Nations Health Council, BC
Aboriginal Child Care Society and
others) have been meeting to
discuss ways to improve
coordination and collaboration
amongst themselves, to improve the
lives of BC First Nations children.
The group (“BC First Nations Early
Childhood Development Council”)
has produced a Memorandum of
Understanding that was approved at
the June BCAFN meeting. This
important issue will be further
discussed at a province-wide First
Nations “Child at the Centre” Forum
in December.

Culture and Heritage



The existing Heritage Conservation
Act and associated management
regime does not recognize Aboriginal
Title and Rights, nor does it
adequately address the needs and
interests of First Nations as it relates
to their culture and heritage
resources. A Joint Working Group
on First Nations Heritage
Conservation has been created to
work with BC to a) make
recommendations with respect to
amendments to the Heritage
Conservation Act, b) identify culture
and heritage site management
possibilities within the existing
legislative regime and c) improve the
protection and conservation of First
Nations heritage sites, cultural
property, ancient human remains
and sacred and spiritual sites.

Forestry

The First Nations Forestry Council is
achieving progress on a number of
initiatives, including: Aboriginal
Forest Strategy Working Group;
Sappier & Gray Working Group; new
First Nations Wood Products
Technical Support Program;
Ecosystem Stewardship Planning;
Fuel Management; Mountain Pine
Beetle Planning and Programs; and
many others.

The First Nations Forestry Council is
planning to hold a province-wide
First Nations Forestry Forum in the
spring to review and develop a BC
First Nations Forestry Action Plan.

A new website for the Forestry
Council will be launched in October
and will include background
information on all initiatives. This
website can be viewed at
www.fnforestrycouncil.ca.

Frank Paul Inquiry

The Solicitor General of British
Columbia announced in February
2007, that an inquiry would be
conducted into the death of Frank
Paul, a Mikmag male from Big Cove
First Nation, who lived in the
downtown eastside area of
Vancouver. In December of 1998
Mr. Paul's lifeless body was found in
an alleyway in the downtown
eastside of Vancouver. The inquiry,
which many have been calling for

over the last 9 years, will look into
the roles that various institutions,
including the Vancouver Police
Department, Ambulance Service,
Coroner’s office, Crown Counsel
office, and others had in the events
leading up to and after the death of
Mr. Paul.

The First Nations Leadership Council
has been closely monitoring this
situation and met with the Solicitor
General and Attorney General of
British Columbia on numerous
occasions. The FNLC formally
requested to the Attorney General
that they, along with the family of
Frank Paul be granted standing
during the inquiry.

The FNLC applied for standing to the
Inquiry commissioner and was
recently notified that this standing
was granted. The inquiry will begin
in November 2007 and should
continue until spring of 2008. The
inquiry Commissioner has until no
later than May 31, 2008 to provide a
final report and recommendations.

FNLC Meeting Notes

At the recommendation of First

Nations, this section of the

information bulletin is to describe

FNLC discussion and meetings.

e FNLC met with UN Special
Rapporteur on Adeciuate
Housing on Oct. 16" to present
the pressing housing issues
facing our communities. In the
coming weeks, the FNLC will be
preparing a formal written
submission to the Rapporteur.

e FNLC met with Minister Coleman
and Minister de Jong on Oct.16"
to determine a way to resolve
FRA viability.

e FNLC met with Minister Bond
and Minister Reid on Oct. 16" to
discuss the upcoming “Child-at-
the-Centre” Forum, ECD and
Child Care Spaces.

e FNLC has developed a
Memorandum of Understanding
with the Representative for
Children and Youth

e FNLC has developed a template
Declaration / Protocol to sign
with First Nations organizations
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to improve coordination and
collaboration on all matters
e FNLC participating in Cabinet
Committee on Climate Change.
e FNLC and BC have established
a new youth internship program.

Calendar of Events

e November 21-22: UBCIC Chiefs
Council

e November 26-27: UN
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Conference

e November 28-30: First Nations
Summit meeting

The First Nations Leadership Council
is comprised of the political
executives of the BC Assembly of
First Nations, First Nations Summit,
and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs:

e BC Assembly of First Nations
Regional Chief A-in-chut, Shawn
Atleo;

e First Nations Summit Task
Group members Grand Chief
Edward John, Chief Judith
Sayers, Dave Porter;

e Union of BC Indian Chiefs
President Grand Chief Stewart
Phillip, Vice-President Chief
Robert Shintah; Chief Lynda
Price

The Council works together to

politically represent the interests of

First Nations in BC and develop

strategies and actions to bring about

significant and substantive changes
to government policy that will benefit
all First Nations in British Columbia.




PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 23, 2007

CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE HIGHWAY OF TEARS INITIATEVE URGENTLY NEEDED

On October 12, the RCMP stated that their investigation of missing and murdered women in the Highway of Tears
investigation had expanded from nine to 18 women. Their review expanded the geographic scope of the Highway of
Tears from the 800 kilometers between Prince George and Prince Rupert to now include the Kamloops to Prince George
corridor.

“It has been 16 months since the Highway of Tears Symposium where recommendations were brought forward to
provide clear direction on how all communities must work together with government ministries and RCMP in a
collective effort to prevent more tragedies along the Highway of Tears” stated Lisa Krebs, Coordinator for the Highway
of Tears Initiative. “With the RCMP now expanding the number of cases and area, it is vitally crucial that we all work
together to implement the report’s recommendations.”

The Highway of Tears Symposium held in Prince George in March 2006 was organized by First Nations and Aboriginal
organizations in the Prince George area to address the numerous disappearance and murders that have occurred along
Highway 16, the Highway of Tears, over the past two decades. The symposium’s participants included the victims’
families, provincial ministries, senior officers of the RCMP, elected officials, and concerned citizens. The Highway of
Tears Recommendations Report and its 33 recommendations were released on June 21, 2006.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs and member of the First Nations Leadership
Council observed, “We must learn from and act upon the recommendations of the report. The recommendations were
written by those who cared, loved and cherished the missing and murdered women of the Highway of Tears. We cannot
allow these tragedies to fall by the wayside; we must continue to fully support the great efforts to implement the
recommendations. Doing so, we hope we can aid in the expanding investigations and perhaps prevent another senseless
and tragic death.”

The first recommendation to be acted upon was to hire Lisa Krebs as Coordinator for the Highway of Tears Initiative.
Krebs has worked extensively on education and awareness campaigns, organized community forums that address and
formalize the various recommendations of the Recommendations Report, and acting as the liaison between families,
communities and the RCMP.

“It is due to ongoing work, which Krebs plays a major role in, that significant and tangible changes have occurred within
our region. The RCMP has altered their protocol allowing officers to sop and speak to hitchhikers. It is due to the
coordinated efforts of RCMP, surrounding communities and Krebs that there has been a more focused effort on resolving
these disappearances and murders,” said Rena Zatorski, Councillor for the Lheidli T’enneh Band.

“There is an immediate need for provincial funding to continue with the much needed work. John Les, Minister of
Public Safety and Solicitor General, publicly stated his dedication and resolve in contributing resources to the Highway
of Tears Initiative. Moreover, Premier Campbell has dedicated himself to creating a New Relationship with First
Nations. It is very unfortunate that there is no provincial funding dedicated to the Highway of Tears Initiative to bring
peace to the families of the victims, to organize educations/awareness campaigns and to coordinate preventative
measures,” concluded Mary Teegee, Director for the Carrier Sekani Family Services.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lisa Krebs, Coordinator for the Highway of Tears Initiative — (250) 614-3168

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip
President, Union of BC Indian Chiefs — (250) 490-5314

BACKGROUNDER: HIGHWAY OF TEARS INITIATIVE PROGRESS REPORT



HIGHWAY OF TEARS INITIATIVE PROGRESS REPORT

1. Victim Prevention
e  Community Forums (10, 11, 12 — hoping to develop 13 from the info we gather)

(0]

(0]

(0]

The Highway of Tears Community Forums is the first formalized initiative to actually address recommendations
from the Recommendations Report.

Forums Completed to date include: Nakazdli — June 12, 13; Moricetown — June 15, 16; Stellat’en — July 5, 6;
Hazelton - July 17, 18;

Next Forums: Burns Lake — October 19, 20; Terrace — TBA, Prince Rupert — TBA.

e Signage (9)

(0]

Signs have been placed in Moricetown, Terrace and through donations, funding exists for an additional three (3)
signs, location TBA.

e  Education and Awareness (14)

(0]

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0

Workshops at two youth conferences (over 150 youth);

12 presentations, 2 major conferences

Over 30 interviews with media, locally and provincially;

HoT CD - Contribution Agreement;

CNC - Street Humanities Bench / HoT Bench;

Support for one youth at Future Cents

2 Screenings of Film “Finding Dawn” (over 350 people);

Discussions around Donation of Highway of Tears Art Exhibit;

Loose linkages to other Communities’ local campaigns, such Smithers Community Action Committee.

e RCMP Patrols Highway 16 (2)

(0]

RCMP have changed their protocol to state that and officer must stop to speak to hitchhikers “if duties permit”.

e Hitchhiker detection program for Highway 16

(0]

BCGEU Safety Committee wants to collaborate on a program to “detect” and register hitchhikers. A proposal is
forthcoming to Telus re: a 1-800 number to begin this important step.

2. Emergency Planning and Team Response
e Smithers Community Action Group (1-6)

(0]

(o}
o

Multi-agency, local approach to finding Smithers-based solutions to implementing the HOT Symposium
Recommendations.

First meeting was held on November 16, 2006 over 150 people attended.

Similarly to the HoT Symposium, break out sessions discussing the four main themes were facilitated. The Smithers
Community Action Group continues to meet and address the Recommendations.

3. Victim Family Counselling and Support
e  Support for Families — 1 Healing Walk / 1 annual walk
e  Community Forums (6)

0

The Victim Services (VS) portion of the Forums is to discuss and identify:
=  Victimization;
= How VS could meet the needs of the Aboriginal Community;
= Reducing the barriers to accessing Victim Services within rural communities and,;
= People in the communities that may be doing this role already and to provide training and support for them.

o Website (4)

(0]

Proposal to create an interactive website, similar to the Air India website for families to receive information and
updates and to connect and support each other. At this time, support is being gathered by questionnaire for families
of all 18 of the missing and murdered women.

e Healing Camps (4)

(o}
(o}
(o}

A proposal to provide the families with two healing camps per year.
These camps will coincide with the biannual updates from RCMP and focus on support for the families.
Camps will be held in the Wet’suwet’en traditional territory and focus includes:

= Traditional Healing, Talking Circles and Elder support;

= Grief and loss Counseling;

= Self- care and support planning for families within their own communities;

= Inter-family and media communication skills.

4. Community Development and Support Strategy
e Governing Body (2) is in place, first meeting happened on December 8, 2006 and continues to meet regularly. There are
representatives from each of the five stakeholder Groups identified in the symposium report.



All types of alcohol raise breast cancer risk in women, experts say Sep. 27, 2007

Provided by: Canadian Press Written by: Maria Cheng, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BARCELONA, Spain - All types of alcohol - wine, beer or liquor - add equally to the risk of developing breast
cancer in women, American researchers said Thursday.

"This is a hugely underestimated risk factor,” said Dr. Patrick Maisonneuve, head of epidemiology at the
European Institute of Oncology in Italy, who was not connected to the study. "Women drinking wine because
they think it is healthier than beer are wrong," he said. "It's about the amount of alcohol consumed, not the

type."

Previous studies have shown a link between alcohol consumption and breast cancer, but there have been
conflicting messages about whether different kinds of alcohol were more dangerous than others.

The researchers, led by Dr. Arthur Klatsky of the Kaiser Permanente Medical Care Program in Oakland, Calif.,
revealed their findings at a meeting of the European Cancer Organization in Barcelona.

Researchers analyzed the drinking habits of 70,033 women of various races and asked them questions during
health exams between 1978 and 1985. By 2004, 2,829 of these women had been diagnosed with breast cancer.

Klatsky and his colleagues looked at which types of alcohol the women drank, as well as their total alcohol
intake. They compared that to women who had less than one drink a day.

Researchers found no difference in the risk of developing breast cancer among women who drank wine, beer, or
liquor. Compared with light drinkers - those who had less than one drink a day - women who had one or two
drinks a day increased their risk of developing breast cancer by 10 per cent. Women who had more than three
drinks a day raised their risk by 30 per cent.

"A 30 per cent increased risk is not trivial," Klatsky said. "It provides more evidence for why heavy drinkers
should quit or cut down." Some experts said that people might be confused by suggestions that drinking red
wine is healthy, since some studies have suggested that it protects against heart disease.

"None of these mechanisms have anything to do with breast cancer,” Klatsky said. Though it is not entirely
clear how alcohol contributes to breast cancer, some experts think it raises hormone levels in the blood to levels
that could potentially cause cancer.

Still, doctors said that other factors, such as genetics, obesity, and age, were more important in raising the breast
cancer risk than was alcohol consumption.

More public education may be needed. "Alcohol has had a lot of good publicity. People may not realize the risk
they're taking when they have a few drinks," said Tim Key, of the Cancer Research UK Epidemiology Unit at
Oxford. Key was not involved in the study.

According to data published in the British Journal of Cancer in 2002, four per cent of all breast cancers - about
44,000 cases a year - in the United Kingdom are due to alcohol consumption.

Only a small proportion of women are thought to be heavy drinkers. But experts now say there is enough
evidence to blame alcohol for breast cancer - and to start educating the public.

"Any alcohol consumption will raise your breast cancer risk,” Key said. "Women don't have to abstain from
alcohol entirely, but they need to be aware of the risks they're taking when they have a few too many drinks."



Doctors report details of rare spasm-caused heart attacks in children Oct. 01, 2007

Provided by: Canadian Press Written by: Lindsey Tanner, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO - Beth Meter is a cardiac nurse who has seen plenty of heart attacks, so when her son
complained of sudden crushing chest pain that spread to his arm, she was certain he was having
one.

Doctors at first didn't believe her. That's because her son had just turned 13.

A report from Ohio doctors documenting nine cases over 11 years in kids as young as 12 says
heart attacks in children are a rare but under-recognized problem.

For Beth's son, Dan, it took a month to see a specialist who confirmed the diagnosis. Luckily, 1%
years later, the Strongsville, Ohio, teen is on heart medicine but is doing well.

"Pediatricians need to understand that this is a true and real condition,” Mrs. Meter said. "Don't
just push aside any kid that's complaining of chest pain."

Dan Meter was among children included in a report by Drs. John Lane and Giora Ben-Shachar at
Akron Children's Hospital in Akron, Ohio. All were stricken between 1995 and 2006 and most
were treated at the Akron hospital. Lane treated a few of the earlier patients when he was at
Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital in Cleveland.

All lacked common risk factors for heart problems, such as obesity, family history, high blood
pressure, unhealthy cholesterol levels and drug abuse.

The cause of their heart attacks was most likely a heart spasm that briefly cut off blood supply,
Lane said. It is also a rare cause of heart attacks in adults.

All but one of Lane's patients were boys. Doctors are uncertain whether girls face a lower risk
because there's little in medical literature about this type of heart attack.

Lane called it "an under-appreciated phenomenon." His report appears in October's issue of the
medical journal Pediatrics.

Chest pain is a common symptom in children, but 95 per cent of the time, it's not heart-related
and it is rarely life-threatening, said Dr. Reginald Washington, a Denver children's heart
specialist.

Muscle strains and stress are among common causes of kids' chest pain. Most heart-related
chest pain in kids is caused by infections, structural abnormalities or problems other than heart
attacks, Washington said.

He said the Akron doctors' report "does a good job of telling physicians" they shouldn't dismiss
heart attack as a possibility in children.

Lane said parents should consult a doctor any time a child has sudden chest pain. A heart attack
in children is typically a crushing-type pain that radiates to the arm or jaw or neck - similar to
adults' symptoms, Lane said.

Article from HealthNewsletter@Medbroadcast.com




BC ELDERS Quotes
COMMUNICATION “Great minds discuss ideas; Average minds discuss events;

CENTER SOCIETY Small minds discuss people.”
1415 Wewaikum Road “He, who loses money, loses much; He, who loses a friend, loses
much more; He, who loses faith, loses all.”
Campbell River, B.C. VOW 5W9 T ’

Phone: 1-250-286-9977  PROVERBS:!

Fr 1250 286.4800 |01 o cstance, o e st he svengh ofyour e
Toll-Free: 1-877-738-7288 glime.y y s
Coor.dinator: Donna Stiling | «| hear and | forget; | see and | remember: | do and I understand.”

Website: www.bcelders.com  “Not only can water float a boat, it can sink it also. Chinese
Email:
bcelders@telus.net BIBLE QUOTES:

“I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever: with my mouth

‘ELDERS VOICE ISSUES 1yl | make known thy faithfulness to all generations. For |

ARE SENT OUT TO . _ _
COMMUNITIES BY THE | have said, Mercy shall be built up forever: thy faithfulness shalt
1St OF EACH MONTH, thou establish in the heavens. Psalm 89: 1-2

If your area’s copy is not re- Please mail, fax, email, or call in your

ceived in a timely manner

please call in to the office. Special Wishes/Community Events !!

Happy! Happy! Birthday To All Elders Born in November!!

Scorpio — Water October 24 - November 22

Scorpio the scorpion possess deep wells of powerful passions. Ruled by Mars and Pluto, Scorpion
have unswerving loyalty and tremendous energy. Their intensity and staying power are legendary.
With a psychic turn of mind, this Water sign has an understanding of the heart and an awareness of
life’s secrets, able to confront the mysteries of the universe. Scorpions are fierce competitors. Con-
trol of all situations is essential for them.

National Survivors Support Line
24 Hours a day - 7 days a week - 1-866-925-4419
The Indian Residential School Survivors Society provides free, immediate, confidential, non-
judgmental, support for residential school survivors across Canada.

ANNUAL BC ELDERS GATHERING INFORMATION CORNER

32nd Annual BC Elders Gathering
July 7, 8, 9th 2008
(with early registration on July 6th, 2008)

Host: Friendship House Association of Prince Rupert
Address: 744 Fraser Street, Prince Rupert, BC, VV8J 1P9
Phone: (250) 627-1717 Fax: (250) 627-7533





